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Variety of Learning Thrives in Fergus Falls
by Steve Heriot

L
Events
Jan. 18
Feb. 7
Feb. 8

Find Us, Lose Yourself in Fergus Falls

D

on’t expect this county seat to be a hustle and bustle of activity. Instead
“Find Us, Lose Yourself” means we want you to relax, unwind and leave
feeling refreshed and invigorated. Located in west central Minnesota, Fergus
Falls is a beautiful and vibrant community. Healthy in the arts, history and
offering an abundance of recreational activities, our location on I-�� makes
Fergus Falls easily accessible. And if you’re coming by bicycle, the Central
Lakes Bike Trail is an excellent cross-country route. The Otter Tail River
meanders through downtown and is a beautiful backdrop for the nearby
shops and restaurants. Residents and employers select Fergus Falls for the
excellent education, healthcare, infrastructure and sense of community.
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Duluth

St. Cloud
Minneapolis
St. Paul

The people are our best asset – we know our
neighbors, welcome visitors and work
together to make Fergus Falls our home.
We’re glad you’re here.

112 W Washington Avenue
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Connect with us!

Feb. 28
March 13
March 21
April 25
May 7-10
May 29
June 6
June 12-13
June 19
June 22-27
July 9
July 10
July 14
July 24
July 25
Aug .21-22
Sept. 15-19
Oct. 9
Oct. 30
Dec. 5

James Sewell Ballet
“Legendary Ladies
of Country Music” Concert
FF Fish & Game Club
100 Years exhibit opens
Razzle Dazzle Revue
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
Craft Brew Tour
“Christian Howes” Concert
Minnesota Governor’s
Fishing Opener
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Tour
Lake Region Run
Summerfest
Downtown Mystery Tour
Children’s Theatre Musical
Shop, Move ’n Groove
Stories from the State Hospital
Courthouse Lunch/Band Concert
Pebble Lake Youth Triathlon
Hoot Lake Triathlon
Art on Lincoln;
“Farewell Angelina”
Speedway Motors WISSOTA 100
Brewers Festival
Haunted Museum
Over the River Holiday Festival

Visit our website for 2020 event details

VisitFergusFalls.com
Cover Photo: Arielle Krohn
Photos: Rick Schara, Jesse Thorstad

To Learn More: 800-726-8959 | 218-332-5425 | VisitFergusFalls.com

earning has been defined as “time spent in school for
the purpose of acquiring knowledge and skills that can
be applied in a future workplace.” In the last 30 years, the
educational concept of “lifelong learning” has been coined
to describe a more self-motivated, voluntary, and ongoing
pursuit of knowledge. Lifelong learning can be based in
curiosity, competitiveness, personal growth, or professional
improvement. It can happen during daily interactions with
others or with the world around us.
Also important is the understanding that people have a
variety of preferred learning styles in order to be engaged and
retain information. People learn from on-the-job-training,
adult and continuing education, or internet-based learning
environments. Many local schools and organizations in
Fergus Falls have included the goal of “lifelong learning.”
A great example is the Prairie Wetlands Learning Center
(PWLC), which launched a partnership with the school
district in 2003 “to engage students in science, math, and
writing through real-world, field-based learning experiences.”
Over the years, the Prairie Science Class was formed and
formally offered to fourth and fifth graders in the public
schools. Curriculum was designed to match state standards,
but the learning activities were more engaging than simply
sitting at a desk being lectured to. Math might involve
measuring the depth or temperature of snow, banding birds
and measuring their wingspan, or writing while bundled up
in a snowsuit, sitting in a prairie field, observing and reflecting.
Molly Stoddard at the PWLC notes that “visiting the center
becomes an enjoyable part of a child’s growing up years.
They become lifelong learners, but also lifelong stewards of
the environment.”
The Fergus Falls School District is very aware of how the
theory and practice of education are changing. Superintendent
Jeff Drake says that “an important consideration in program
development is identifying the profile of a graduate. What are
the qualities, skillsets, habits, and personal characteristics of

Learning “in the field” at the Prairie Wetlands Learning Center.

our successful graduates? How can we prepare them to be
happy, thriving citizens in tomorrow’s society? We are going
to provide an environment that will deliver these kinds of
proficiencies. The volume of information and rapid change in
the world demands that we prepare students to do things that
aren’t even invented yet. We need to help produce adaptable
young people with core competencies like teamwork, problem
solving, writing and critical thinking. This generation will have
to be highly adaptable lifelong learners who know how to acquire new talents and stay relevant with changing technology.”
Other lifelong learning opportunities in Fergus Falls include
a robust private school spectrum and a plethora of programs,
clubs, events, classes, and educational material. In addition,
M-State Fergus Falls offers more than 20 degrees and programs.
Last, but certainly not least, Fergus Falls Community Education
provides opportunities for lifelong learning for citizens of all
ages. Classes include Early Childhood Education programs for
young children and their parents, adult enrichment classes,
youth programs, volunteer opportunities, classes for adults
with disabilities, and adult basic education. Some of the
most popular are food preparation, pottery,
digital photography, and welding.

FOCUS ON THE “OPENERS”
Everyone loves a good opener and we take pride in the opportunity. The state
openers honor sports that hold great tradition, respect and provide economic impact
in Minnesota. In 2019, Fergus Falls hosted the MN Governor’s Deer Opener and
Otter Tail County hosts the Governor’s Fishing Opener in 2020. We intend to bid
on the 2021 Governor’s Pheasant Opener! Wouldn’t that trifecta be a trophy catch?
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Providing Experienced and
Professional Legal Representation to
Businesses and Individuals
For over 135 Years

218-739-3900

800-634-3444

60

• • • • • •

• •

Chad R.
Felstul

Samuel S.
Rufer

Joshua M.
Heggem

Charles A.
Seuntjens

Charles M.
Good

Comfort Inn

425 Western Ave.

218-736-5787

800-424-6423

45

• • • •		 •

• •

Country Inn & Suites

925 Western Ave.

218-739-2211

800-830-5222

96

• • • •		 • • •

Jewel Motel

1602 Pebble Lake Rd.

218-739-5430		

14

		

•

Motel 7

616 Frontier Dr.

218-736-2554		

17

•

		

• •

Rodeway Inn

610 Western Ave.

218-739-3311		

54

•

Super 8 by Wyndham

2454 College Way

218-739-3261

32

•

ChoiceHotels.com
CountryInns.com/Fergus-Falls-MN

Julie A.
Haseman

Banking
Commercial Litigation
Construction Law
Employment Law

Estate Planning/Probate
Family Law
Real Estate
Corporate/Business Law

FERGUS FALLS: 110 North Mill Street • Fergus Falls, MN 56537 (218) 736-5493
DETROIT LAKES: 903 Washington Ave • Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 (218) 847-4858
ALEXANDRIA: 203 22nd Avenue West • Alexandria, MN 56308 (320) 759-3143
WADENA: 7 Colfax Avenue • Wadena, MN 56482 (218) 631-1400

Paul R.
Johnson

Matthew S.
Van Bruggen

Sarah C.
Duffy

Marc W.
Sugden

ChoiceHotels.com
WyndhamHotels.com/Super-8
Ryan D.
Fullerton

Kendra E.
Olson

Nicole J.
Tabbut

Meet our team of
dedicated professionals

Curtis D.
Ripley

Abbie J.
Thurmes

Nicholas T.
Adams

F

rom “ma and pa” motels to impressive conference hotel
properties, it gets down to comfort and great service –
and they all deliver. The hotel grid above details the
properties and their amenities.

YOUR STAY.
YOUR WAY.

Country Inn & Suites Fergus Falls
BY RADISSION

925 Western Avenue
Fergus Falls, MN

(218) 739-2211

bigwoodeventcenter.com

•Free “Be our Guest” Breakfast Buffet
•Free Hotel-Wide High-Speed Wi-Fi
•Z103 Bar & Grill on Property
•Darts, Pool Tables, and Video Games
•Largest Pool in Town
•Premier meeting & event facility

800-800-8000

Pets Allowed

526 Western Ave.

AmericInnFergusFalls.com

Handicapped Accessible

Nicholas J.
Heydt

Restaurant On Site

Katrina I.
Wass

Exercise Equipment

Michael T.
Rengel

Kiddie Pool

Robert W.
Bigwood

Whirlpool

Kristi A.
Hastings

Indoor Pool

Free Continental Breakfast

AmericInn by Wyndham

FERGUS FALLS LODGING PROPERTIES

Free Full Hot Breakfast

800# Central
			
Name/Website
Address
Local Phone Reservations

Number of Rooms

Stay WITH US!

		
		

• •

And with 1,048 lakes in Otter Tail County, resorts are popular
too. The Otter Tail Lakes Country Tourism Association web site
at OtterTailLakesCountry.com lets you search resort properties
based on many amenities.

Reduce waste at your event!

Make the most of your stay!
Our number-one priority is making
our guests feel right at home and so
we offer genuine, friendly hospitality
and comfortable accommodations.
Whether traveling for business, road
tripping with the family, or exploring
the local area on your own, we invite
you to stay and enjoy our clean and
comfortable rooms, fitness center,
indoor pool, whirlpool, kiddie pool,
high speed internet, and home-style
breakfast. Get Wyndham Rewards!

RESERVE

our Event Recycling Trailer or portable
event recycling bins today – it's free!

RECYCLE

at festivals, fairs, block parties, graduation parties,
weddings, banquets, any event large or small

RETURN

supplies and recycling when your event is over
AmericInn.com | 800.634.3444
AMERICINN BY WYNDHAM
FERGUS FALLS
CONFERENCE CENTER
526 Western Ave N
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
218.739.3900

4

Give Waste a New Life – Recycle!
Otter Tail County
Solid Waste Department
Phone: 218-998-8950 | ottertailcountymn.us/event-recycling
800-726-8959 | VisitFergusFalls.com

5

BUSINESSES

TO US, IT'S NOT JUST REAL ESTATE.
WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU REACH YOUR GOALS.

Finding Outdoor Fun in Fergus Falls
RYAN HANSON HOMES | YOUR #1 TEAM FOR LAKES AREA REAL ESTATE

SERVING FERGUS FALLS, DETROIT LAKES, PERHAM, BATTLE LAKE, ALEXANDRIA & SURROUNDING AREAS.

(218) 205-7351

WWW.RYANHANSONHOMES.COM
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY PROFESSIONALS

Offices in Fergus Falls,
Ottertail, Battle Lake & Whapeton
Leading Lakeshore
& Home Sellers for

44 years
in Otter Tail County.
There is a reason.
Contact us.

(218) 739-3281
Century21vista.com

Northern Aire Lanes offers a fun filled
entertainment & dining atmosphere
for the entire family.

BOWLING

Food & Fun
nalanes.com
1419 College Way
Fergus Falls, MN

218-736-3333

Fergus Falls

SERVICES
UPS
Speedy Delivery
Fedex
US Post Office
Passport Photos
Faxing
Document Shredding
Monday–Friday
8:30 am–5:30 pm
825 North Tower Road
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

218-998-4006
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by Steve Heriot

A

re you an outside person looking for something new
to do in the great outdoors? Let’s take a quick look at
a few of the many outdoor recreational opportunities
available in the Fergus Falls area.
Perhaps you are fascinated by birds? Have you ever wanted
to know more about their habits or range, or what their
songs might mean? ‘Birding’ is sort of like a scavenger hunt!
All you need are a pair of binoculars, a field guide, and a
little time to spend outdoors. Fortunately, you’ve come to
the right place for bird watching; Fergus Falls is the anchor
for the 200-mile Pine to Prairie Birding Trail. The trail
stretches north to Warroad, traveling through diverse
terrain and habitat. The trail extends another 300 miles
north of Minnesota into Manitoba. A trail guide is available
at the Chamber of Commerce and can be downloaded
online at MNBirdTrail.com.
Fans of mountain biking will be happy to know that Ferber
Park offers mountain bike trails, a section of the North
Country Scenic Hiking Trail, eight acres of prairie grass
and pollinators, and attracts bikers, hikers, bees, birds and
butterflies! The trails are open from sunup to sundown,
and are located in the northeast corner of the city. It is a
primitive park with a few parking spots, a bike rack and
information kiosk. More trails are planned for the future.
Have you ever wanted to try disc golf? For a minimum
investment in a couple of discs, you can enjoy one of the
fastest-growing sports in the United States. According to the
Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) there are more

than 5,000 courses and more than 3,000 PDGA sanctioned
tournaments in the U.S. annually. Delagoon Park in Fergus
Falls features a scenic, 27-hole course that is moderately
hilly and wooded. There are signs at each tee, new rubber
tee pads, and sturdy baskets. The course is family-friendly
and features long and short tees on every hole. Wetland
hazards create a challenging experience on the course,
which also meets PDGA standards for sanctioned tournaments. Follow “Delagoon Disc Golf Course” on the UDisc
Golf app for tournament information and course updates.
Traditional golf enthusiasts can play the Pebble Lake
Golf Course, which offers 18 holes and 6,780 yards of
championship golf with rolling terrain, tree-lined fairways,
and fast greens. The layout offers multiple challenges, yet
has five sets of tees to suit every level of golfer. In addition,
the course features a full-service practice facility, pro shop,
nostalgic clubhouse with deck, event space and bar.
With 29 official city parks in Fergus Falls there are a
variety of spaces to enjoy and places to explore. Built in
1908, Broken Down Dam collapsed in September 1909
and is now a ruin on the Otter Tail River, east of town.
Improved trails and parking make access to the site an
easy hike from the top. Fishing, swimming and kayaking
are popular from the water.
Whether your interests are in fishing, hunting, swimming,
boating, hiking, biking, birding, golfing or just relaxing and
enjoying the scenery, the Fergus Falls area has countless
activities to enjoy in our great outdoors.

800-726-8959 | VisitFergusFalls.com
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Art and Culture Is Important for Kids Too

218-739-4406

3401 Highway 210 West
Fergus Falls
mabelmurphys@live.com

by Steve Heriot

mabelmurphysmn.com

Enjoy the finest Old World Style restaurant in Fergus Falls

Indoor Play Structure • Miniature Downtown
Art & Maker Shop • Birthday Party Room

by Deanna Aasness
1219 N Union Avenue
Fergus Falls, MN

218-998-KIDS • ottercoveff.org

Special Events • Weddings
Business Luncheons • Funerals

doubleacateringff@gmail.com • facebook.com/doubleAcatering • 218-998-2281
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eople in Fergus Falls know how important organized
art and culture are to a community, and especially to its
youngest members. Local art and culture develop community
identity, collective pride and sometimes result in neighborhood revitalization and the beautification of public spaces.
Art can educate, bring to light social issues, build connections,
and help attract both visitors and new residents to a region.
Of utmost importance to a community are the children
who will be the adults and decision-makers of the future.
Engaging children in creativity at an early age helps inspire
them to life’s possibilities, stimulate their imaginations,
and equip them to be lifelong learners. To that end, local
museums, libraries and arts organizations in Fergus Falls
have created programs that develop an appreciation for
art and culture in young people.

Opening February 2020

A state-of-the art indoor play experience!

P

The goal of the new Otter Cove Children’s Museum is to
use open-play and hands-on educational exhibits to nurture
creativity, physical activity, creative exploration, and a
lifelong love of learning in children 10 and under. Their
mission is to support the optimal development of the
region’s children by intentionally creating the environment
for abundant play opportunities that launch children’s
imaginations, stimulate skill development, and instill a
sense of place and purpose that will last a lifetime. The
facility features an indoor playground, infant sensory/
crawling area, large motor area, miniature downtown exhibits,
craft area, toddler playground, and water sensory space.
The Otter Tail County Historical Society (OTCHS) is a
private, non-profit organization whose purpose is the

collection, preservation, and interpretation of Otter Tail
County’s history, culture, and heritage. They offer an
exhibit gallery, guest artists, educational outreach program,
special public programs, archival and object collections,
and a genealogical and local history research library. The
museum also has a wide variety of educational outreach
activities including several dozen museum lesson kits
with resources such as photographs, artifacts, historical
documents and live demonstrations. New this year are
lesson kits tailored to kids on the autism spectrum.
They say you can’t judge a book by its cover. It might also
be said that you can’t judge a library by its books, because
a library’s value to its community is greater than one would
first imagine. The new Fergus Falls Public Library includes
an expanded children’s area with an enclosed early learning activity and programming room. Other features include
flexible meeting and study rooms, more computer workstations, and a technology instruction area. New sculptural
bike racks were locally designed, produced and installed
on the library plaza last summer.
Finally, the 412-seat performance theater, A Center for the Arts,
provides Fergus Falls with a year-round variety of excellent
programming such as touring performers, live concerts,
community theatre, dance, and visual arts programs. Touring
ensembles, as well as a local community theater and dance
productions, fill the building with energy and entertainment.
Outdoor summer concerts fill the streets with that same energy
in partnership with several downtown arts organizations
including the Kaddatz Galleries, Springboard for the Arts,
Fergus Falls School of Dance and Lake Region Arts Council.

800-726-8959 | VisitFergusFalls.com
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Craft Brew Pubs Pop Up Along the River
by Jean Bowman, photo by Kaleb Rotering

I

t doesn’t take the lazy, hazy days of summer to make an
ice-cold, craft beer taste good. And with two new brew
pubs along the banks of the Otter Tail River in Fergus Falls,
the owners of all three breweries share a sense of community
that draws people together.

FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE
321 Lincoln Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN
•Ask about our Deli!

Championship golf with rolling terrain,
tree-lined fairways & some of the best
& fastest greens around.
18 Holes, 6,757 yards, Par 72

•Custom Meat Cutting!

Course Rating 72.8 & Slope
Rating 134

•Fresh Baked Goods Daily!

Pro Shop, Practice Facilities &
Lessons

www.servicefood.com
servicefoodmarket@gmail.com

f

218-998-9000

Dining Room & Full services Bar
Wedding, Reunion & Party Hosting
1918 Pebble Lake Golf Drive
County Highway 82
Fergus Falls, MN

playpebblelake.com

Home Decor, Gifts
& Floral Designs you
won’t find anywhere else!
Monday–Friday 10–6 pm
Saturday 10–2 pm

“Something for everyone...
including yourself!”
120 S. Union Ave.
Fergus Falls
218-998-3663

122 S. Lake Ave.
Battle Lake
218-864-2555

marketfergusfalls.com
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218-998-4147

409 W. Stanton Avenue
Fergus Falls

Quality Professional
Framing & Matting
MitredCorners.com

The current “experienced” owners are Ben and Tessa Schierer
of Union Pizza & Brewing Co.; they’ve been open nearly five
years. Fergus Brewing and
Outstate Brewing both opened
last year. In talking with the
owners, it’s clear that the
dreaming, planning and testing
started years ago.

Dan Mohagen describes that culture: “recreation fits into
daily life; the pace is relaxed and restful; stars blanket the sky
unencumbered by ambient light and a genuine caring for
community is evident.” A much larger brewery, Outstate’s
taproom, or great room as they call it, is open daily and often
features live entertainment. Brewmaster Patrick Lundberg
began brewing in 2011 and has honed his talent with each batch.
They can produce six flavors at a time and offer 12 beers on tap
in the great room. Favorites are
Northern Light, Bucket Pale Ale
and Star Island IPA.

The beers of Outstate and
Fergus Brewing are both found
in a few restaurants in Fergus
Falls, including Union Pizza &
Andy Beck is proud of the
Brewing (UPB). “Our brewery
Scandinavian feel of the
includes a restaurant, so we also
taproom at Fergus Brewing.
serve featured beers from all three
“Contemporary, clean and
local breweries,” said Schierer.
warm makes our guests feel
“My wife, Tessa, and I pride ourcomfortable – like they are in
selves on traditional brick-oven
someone’s home.” Perched on a
pizza. It goes great with beer!”
hill overlooking the Otter Tail
Fergus Falls craft brew owners Ben Schierer left,
The menu changes weekly.
River, this cow rendering plant
Patrick Lundberg and Andy Beck.
All house beers are named
turned artist studio turned
taproom, seats about 60 people and is open Wednesdays
after Civil War horses – with Jeff Davis (owned by General
through Sundays. The beer garden is bedecked with twinkle
Ulysses S. Grant) being a local favorite. With 12 taps, UPB
lights and outdoor games and will be connected to a wrapalso features varieties from other regional breweries.
around-deck this summer
All three pub owners stress the importance of being part of
You’re right to want to know more about the beer, right?
the community, of giving back, paying it forward and serving
Tommy Velasco, taproom and distribution manager at
as a gathering place for new and old friends to gather. The
Fergus Brewing said Beck’s degree in laboratory science and
Schierer family (Ben, Tessa and five kids) all have a role to play
love for flavor, texture and appearance have resulted in a
in the success of the business. “We model hard work, a sense
variety of delicious seasonal beers. “We have 10 beers on tap
of responsibility to community…and make time for fun,” notes
at a time,” said Velasco. “Our smaller capacity means we can
Schierer. Since Schierer is also the Mayor of Fergus Falls, conchange out a tap with a new flavor or style weekly.” Two of
stituents know where to find him to share ideas and feedback!
the local favorites are the Viking Picnic Lunch (which won
first place in the 2019 Craft Beer Tour) and Postman’s BreakWe hope you’ll do a local beer hop and check out all three
fast Oatmeal Stout, so-named in honor of Beck’s dad, Brad
breweries during your next visit. Or if you’d like to experience
Beck, the local postmaster, who passed away last summer.
many local and regional beers all at once, join us March 21 for
the Craft Beer Tour at the Bigwood Event Center. Tickets are
Outstate Brewing honors Minnesota’s heritage, the culture
available online at CraftBeerTours.com/Get-Tickets/
and lifestyle that is unique to outstate Minnesota. Co-founder
Fergus-Falls-Craft-Beer-Tour.

CHECK OUT ALL 3 LOCAL BREWERIES!
Fergus Brewing Co.
FergusBrewing.com

Outstate Brewing Co.
OutstateBrewing.com

Union Pizza and Brewing Co.
UnionPizzaandBrewing.com
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The Otter Tail River has several dams, and they can be an
opportunity. Nelson thinks they are a great place to find fish.
They act as a road block for fish migrating upstream so they
tend to congregate below them. The eddies beneath the dams,
as well as the deeper water and rocky shorelines on the top
sides of them, will hold a variety of fish. Otter Tail Power
Company owns the dams, but Nelson notes they permit
access at several locations, allowing anglers to walk across
the top of the dam to access either side of the river.

Below the Surface – Fishing the Otter Tail River
by Jean Bowman, photos provided

W

hether grounded firmly on shore, up to your hips
in water or safely in a kayak or canoe, the Otter Tail
River through Fergus Falls and Otter Tail County promises a
memorable fishing experience. There’s no promise about what
you’ll catch, but the experiences of these two avid river fishermen can prepare you for a great day on, in, or near the water.
Matt Nelson, an avid kayak fisherman, grew up near the Red
River in Fargo. The Otter Tail River flows right into “the Red,”
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and since Matt discovered it in 2012 it’s quickly become one
of his favorite places to spend the day kayaking and fishing.
Given that both his nickname (and YouTube Channel) are
NDYakAngler (“Yak” for kayak), that’s his preferred way
to fish the Otter Tail. But he adds “some spots like dams or
bridges - where there’s fast current - will be more easily fished
from shore. Even wade fishing is a good option; most of the
river is somewhat shallow, and the clear water makes it easy
to see what you’re walking into.”

N I CA L

Luther Aadland, a river scientist in the DNR River Ecology Unit, has fished the Otter Tail River for 30 years. Lake
Sturgeon, Smallmouth Bass and Catfish are prevalent in the
river. “My best trips are downstream of Orwell Dam where
Channel Catfish and other species are also available,” says
Aadland. “Mississippi River “smallies” were introduced to
this reach in the early 1990s and they grew rapidly.”
“The catch and release-only regulation for Smallmouth Bass
helps maintain a healthy population of big fish,” adds Nelson.
Nelson and Aadland are both happy to fish any time of day.
Aadland prefers evening, but morning and mid-day can also
be good; he also enjoys night fishing. Nelson’s favorite times to
fish are sunrise and sunset, although he’s done really well

mid-day too, by “finding fish hanging out in shady spots
along the bank.” He adds that late summer is his favorite
time to be on the river; the current is generally slower by
then so it’s easier to keep a position in the kayak!”
Like good fishermen, both Aadland and Nelson maintain a
little mystery to their success. Nelson’s favorite way to catch
Smallmouth Bass is by using topwater lures, “they aren’t
always willing to hit the surface but when they are it’s such
an exciting way to catch them,” exclaims Nelson. Aadland
also enjoys topwater baits. When fly-fishing, he suggests
grasshopper and mayfly imitations which can be very effective.
When visiting Fergus Falls, Orwell Dam is a great place
for a family outing. There are plenty of good shore fishing
spots as well as picnic tables, a playground, and restroom
facilities. For inexperienced paddlers, Nelson recommends
launching on one of the reservoirs to get a feel for the kayak
or canoe in still water before making their way toward the
river. As an added resource, there is a helpful Otter Tail
River Trail map available on the DNR website. Nelson asks,
“What are you waiting for? Get out and enjoy the river!
Whether you’re out for a day of fishing or just want to take
in some beautiful river scenery the Otter Tail is a great
place to spend the day!”

COLLEGE

It’s all about

choices.

Ready to start your career in two years or less?
Want to complete the first two years of your four-year degree?
Looking for the flexibility of online courses?
M State can fit your life.
Arrange a visit at minnesota.edu/visit, call or text 877.450.3322,
email info@minnesota.edu or chat at minnesota.edu/help.
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800-726-8959 | VisitFergusFalls.com

Learn more at minnesota.edu • 877.450.3322
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Aviation Helps Fergus Falls Soar
by Steve Heriot
Service

Monday - Friday
7:30 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday

8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Express Lube

Monday - Friday
7:30 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday

8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Sales

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Auto Glass

Monday - Friday
7:30 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday

8:00 am - 1:00 pm

218-739-3331 - mnmotorco.com - Fergus Falls, mn

THERE’S SO MUCH TO DO HERE.
STAY HEALTHY FOR IT.
lrhc.org

218.736.8000

Welcome to our new 21st century library.
Fireplace Reading Lounge
Children’s Play Space
Makerspace
Meeting & Study Rooms

Mon–Tue 9:00am-8:00pm
Fri
9:00am-6:00pm
Sat
9:00am-1:00pm
Sun
Closed

A department of the City of Fergus Falls and a member of the Viking Library System.

14

205 E. Hampden Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
218-739-9387
Anthony Gilbert © Gaffer Photography

T

here’s plenty of buzz about airplanes, air traffic and
community events at the Fergus Falls Municipal
Airport. Access to air transportation can help communities
retain and attract businesses and provide jobs. It is also a
major factor in the relocation decisions of many businesses.
The U.S. aviation industry creates economic growth,
supports 62 million jobs, and creates nearly three trillion
dollars of economic impact. In addition, thousands of
businesses in our nation rely on general aviation aircraft
and airports to reach and compete in the global market.
Fergus Falls Municipal Airport (Einar Mickelson Field) is one
of over 5,000 general aviation airports in the U.S. It handles
personal and business transportation, agricultural operations,
support for medical transport, transportation of freight, law
enforcement, firefighting activities, and recreational flying.
The primary runway is 100 feet by 5,640 feet and the
crosswind runway measures 75 feet by 3,300 feet. The
airport has a variety of instrument approaches and offers
fuel service for Jet-A and 100LL, A&PIA Maintenance
Service, and aircraft storage.

The airport serves the community in a variety of ways,
according to Andrew Yaggie, an airport board member.
“Our airport is the gateway to the lakes. People use the
airport for different purposes such as tourism, business,
and cargo. On an average summer weekend, you might see
a variety of aircraft, from a Super Cub to a Cessna Citation
12-seat business jet. Early last December Santa even flew in to
our airport as part of the Over-the-River Holiday Festival!”
Yaggie says that he and others in the community enjoy
introducing people to aviation. One such organization
that accomplishes just that is the Fergus Falls Area EAA
(Experimental Aircraft Association) Chapter, a group of
local aviation enthusiasts who fly, build, restore or simply
enjoy airplanes and aviation. Their main project is the
Young Eagles Program which brings volunteers into the
schools. Each year over 500 local students get to enjoy
flying, many for their first time. The chapter also hosts the
Annual Fly In, which is held in conjunction with the Fergus
Falls Summerfest. Yaggie invites visitors to join them for
the 2020 Fly In on June 14 and enjoy the Belgium Waffle
Breakfast during the event. More information can be found
on their website: 1174.EAAChapter.org.
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“Positive • Personal • Professional”

Buying?
Selling?
Mother-Daughter

Call, text, or email!
REAL
ESTATE TEAM
MARY PETTIT

Realty Professionals

218-205-7086
Buying?
Selling?
marypettit@kw.com

Call,f
text or email us!

TRANSIT ALTERNATIVES

1225 North Tower Rd, Fergus Falls

$1.50 Fare

per ride in Fergus Falls City Limits
Punch cards available at Service Food, FF Senior Center,
Productive Alternatives & Transit Alternatives.
Also available from drivers
We suggest you reserve your ride two days in advance

10-ride punch
card for only
$15.00

Correct change required as drivers have no cash to make change

POSITIVE

PERSONAL

PROFESSIONAL

Pick-Up Monday–Saturday
Local 218-998-3002 | Toll Free 866-998-3002

MARY PETTIT
218-205-7086

HANNAH CARLSON
218-205-0714

A Program of
Productive Alternatives, Inc.

