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Fulfilling God’s Purpose! 
Bible Study 

 
Witnessing for Jesus 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, place within us the confidence and boldness to 

proclaim the Good News to those around us in all places and at all times. 

Help us to be your witnesses both in what we say and do. Bless us as we 

examine what it means to be witnesses for you. In your precious name we 

pray.  Amen. 

 

Theme verse: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8). 

Introduction 

Stewards manage all of life and 

life’s resources for God’s 

purposes. God wants “all men to 

be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth” (1 

Timothy 2:4), and he gives us, his 

stewards, the privilege and responsibility to share that truth, the Gospel, 

with all people. God uses us as his hands, feet, and mouth. We are his 

instruments through which others hear and learn about Jesus and his love, 

grace, and mercy. Let us be mindful that, as we fulfill God’s purpose, we 

are “witnessing for Jesus.” 

Prior to Jesus’ ascension, he told his disciples, “. . . you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8). Filled with the Holy Spirit and his power, the 
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disciples began the task that every generation of Christians since then has 

continued. “Witnessing for Jesus” takes place in our homes, 

neighborhoods, at our places of work, and beyond. Being a witness for 

Jesus is more than attending church or being busy in church work. 

“Witnessing for Jesus” means sharing his Gospel so others will come to 

know him as the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). 

As witnesses for Jesus, we have the opportunity to tell others of the greatest 

miracle that has ever occurred. The Son of God condescended to come to 

earth to live as one of us, to be humiliated for the sake of those he loves, 

and then to rise victoriously, the “firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). This miracle is one to be shouted from the 

housetops, for it is meant not just for you and me, but for all humankind. 

That’s what the “Therefore” in the Great Commission means. Christ has 

died for our sins and risen again so that we might live forever with him 

(Matthew 28:18-20). He has authority to issue this command. 

“THEREFORE GO!” Don’t keep this miracle a secret. Take time to tell it 

to your neighbors and friends. Use your talents to build up your church so 

that its mission and ministry might be enhanced. Spend your resources so 

that others (if not you yourself) are enabled to be his witnesses to “all 

nations.” 

 

Sharing the Good News 

God’s plan for his people has always been that we take responsibility for 

sharing the Good News. Peter wrote, “Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 

have” (1 Peter 3:15). God blesses us with minds to learn and mouths to 

speak. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God will give us the words 

and the courage to use them. Along with most people, we are eager to talk 

about the weather, sports, economy, or politics, but, as Christians, we have 

been given the treasure of the Gospel message—something vastly more 

important to talk about. Our attitude should be like that of Peter and John, 

who, when commanded to stop speaking of Christ, said, “We cannot help 

speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). 

Witnessing for Jesus 



 3 

In “witnessing for Jesus,” we want people to know there is a God who cares 

for us and is almighty and powerful, yet loving and compassionate. Like 

kids bragging about their dads, we can talk about our wonderful, almighty 

loving Father, who, while we were still sinners, sent us a Savior to redeem 

us from our slavery to sin (Romans 5:8). This is the God, who, at just the 

right time, “sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 

those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons” (Galatians 

4:4-5). 

Through Christ, we know the Father. Through Christ, the Father has come 

to us. Through Christ, we have life everlasting in Heaven. This is the Good 

News that we as stewards of the Gospel want to share. May God give us 

courage to use the opportunities he gives us. 

 

Go Quickly and Tell 

We have a mental picture of the women 

going to the grave that first Easter 

morning to anoint the body of Jesus. It is 

barely light, and perhaps they are 

speaking in soft voices. Certainly there 

is an air of solemnity, of sadness, for 

their Master is dead. Their hopes are 

gone. 

Then we see them before the open tomb, 

bewildered, then fearful, as they see an angel with “appearance like 

lightning and . . . clothes . . . white as snow.” The angel’s first words are 

“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. he is not here; he has risen, just as he said” (Matthew 28:2-6). 

Perhaps some of us, too, have been bewildered, afraid. Even though we 

have always known the whole story – even though we look back on the 

Resurrection – we have been bewildered and afraid. Bewildered by 

circumstances in our lives. Afraid of the future. The angel says to us, too, 

“Do not be afraid . . . [Jesus] is risen, just as he said!” That truth makes 

all the difference, for, as Paul says, “Christ has indeed been raised from 
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the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 

15:20). Christ, the firstfruits, and then we with him!  

Hardly taking a breath, the angel gives a command to the women: “Come 

and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He 

has risen from the dead . . .’” (Matthew 28:6-7). By faith, we, too, have 

seen the empty tomb; by faith in the Word of God, we know Christ is risen. 

The command is for us as well: “go quickly and tell.” 

 

Questions for Discussion:  

1. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. 19For though I am free with respect to 

all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 

them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those 

under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not 

under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those 

outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free 

from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those 

outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the 

weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means 

save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share 

in its blessings.  How does building relationships help you witness? 

 

2. Why can’t you rely solely on your lifestyle to witness? 

 

3. You are not to be speechless when called upon to defend your faith 

(1 Peter 3:15). How can you “be prepared”? 

 

4. How would you describe the attitude of the women as they left Jesus’ 

empty tomb? What is your attitude regarding the empty tomb and the 

resurrection? 
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Paul’s Witness 

After his conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul lived his life 

“witnessing for Jesus.” Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he had much to say in 

his letters about proclaiming the Gospel. In 1 Corinthians 9:16-17, Paul 

discussed his role as a steward of the Gospel: “Yet when I preach the 

Gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not 

preach the Gospel! If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not 

voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me.” Paul was 

compelled by the love of Christ to give his life over to preaching the Word 

of God. To Paul, stewardship is a lifestyle of service in partnership with 

Christ to spread the Good News of God’s plan of salvation to all people. In 

his letter to the Romans, Paul wrote, “I have written you . . . because of the 

grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the 

priestly duty of proclaiming the Gospel of God . . .” (Romans 15:15-16). 

In 1 Corinthians 4:1 Paul introduced himself and his fellow workers “as 

servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.” 

Paul was called to be a servant and steward for the Lord in order to win 

others for Christ. Knowing that as a steward for Christ his strength was not 

his own, he stated, “To this end I labor, struggling with all [God’s] energy, 

which so powerfully works in me” (Colossians 1:29). Paul saw his life, 

energy, and motivation as gifts of grace. “I became a servant of this Gospel 

by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power” 

(Ephesians 3:7). The greatest treasure we can share with others is the Good 

News of the Gospel. That same grace that motivated and empowered Paul 

to go about “witnessing for Jesus” can energize us.  

 

Money and the Great Commission 

Jesus’ parting command was: “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

(Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus was very direct and explicit with his mandate. 

There is no question as to where or with whom we are to share the Gospel. 

The love of God is to be shared by us with all people everywhere. He has 
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given us our marching orders, and, in his strength, we can give ourselves 

fully to his work. 

Because God has chosen to use us as his tools to bring salvation to all 

people, we use our lives and gifts to spread the Good News. Paul wrote, 

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). One of the tools God gives us to 

use in our mission of reaching out to others with the Gospel is our money. 

According to an old stewardship phrase, “Stewardship without mission is 

unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.” Stewardship 

and mission are inseparable. The funding of the Great Commission needs 

to come from believers. The money God entrusts to us has many purposes, 

and the funding of mission work is of first importance. Through the giving 

of our money, we demonstrate our obedience to Jesus’ command to reach 

out to all people. Paul wrote that through our giving we “test the sincerity 

of [our] love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others” (2 Corinthians 

8:8). 

 

For nonbelievers and those who lack 

spiritual maturity, the giving of 

money is done begrudgingly out of a 

sense of obligation. By the grace of 

God, our attitude toward giving can 

be like that of the Macedonians who 

“urgently pleaded . . . for the privilege of sharing in this service . . .” (2 

Corinthians 8:4). We view giving as a privilege and an opportunity to 

spread the Gospel through our money. Our giving expresses our gratitude 

for who God is and all that he has done for us through his Son. Through 

faith, we hold onto our money loosely and then are privileged to experience 

the joy of giving God our first and best. As Christians we understand that 

God has a claim on all we have, so we willingly and cheerfully give our 

money to help all people hear of God’s love. Money is an important tool 

for God’s mission. Through our faithful giving, we are able to increase our 

“witnessing for Jesus” to all people. 

Witnessing for Jesus 
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Questions for Discussion: 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 3:2. 2You yourselves are our letter, written on our 

hearts, to be known and read by all; What does it mean to be a letter 

for Christ? 

 

6. Read 2 Corinthians 4:5-6. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 

proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' 

sake. 6For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," 

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.   What are you directed to 

do? 

 

7. Read 1 Corinthians 4:2. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that 

they be found trustworthy. What is the trust that you’ve been given? 

How can you be faithful? 

 

8. Read John 15:5; 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing.   2 Corinthians 12:9. 9but he said to me, "My 

grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." 

So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may dwell in me. What made the Apostle Paul such 

a great witness? 

 

9. Why are stewardship and mission (witnessing) inseparable?  

 

10. Read Philemon 6? 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 

effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ.  

How can you, by witnessing, come to a deeper understanding of 

“every good thing [you] have in Christ”? 

 

Prayer 

Lord, we thank you for the privilege and opportunity to be your witnesses. 

Grant us faith, boldness, and generosity to be effective in sharing the 

Gospel with others. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


