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PEACE FOR THE JOURNEY ~ Pastor Eric  

ñAll this I have spoken while still with you.  But the  
advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of  

everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.ò    

John 14:25-27 

Last summer I went on a 1300 mile bicycle journey with 5 
other guys (ages 55,60,65,66,67) from Vancouver B.C. to 
the Golden Gate Bridge.  One of my friends wrote a  
devotion about the trip that especially speaks to me and I 
want to paraphrase some of his thoughts in the hopes they 
might speak to you.   

We traded the tranquility of the more rural roads in order to 
relish the beauty of the Pacific Ocean riding right along the 
coast most of the way.  Often the roads were busy with 
wide-body RVôs, gawking tourists, trucks and impatient 
drivers.  Often it wasnôt the most peaceful place for bicycle 
travel because everyone wanted to enjoy the beauty of the 
coastal scenery.  At night huddled around the campfire, we 
experienced moments of that ñPeace that passes human 
understandingò as we shared stories from that days ride. 

Iôve often wondered about the peace Jesus spoke about in 
The Bible.  The disciples didnôt have much outward peace 
as they were persecuted and lost their lives for the sake of 
the gospel. Yet there was a peacefulness deep inside that 
came only because they knew they had been called and 
chosen. 

When we are living our lives with faithfulness and grace 
there can be a sense of peace even when it seems that 
chaos is all around us. When we are dealing with lifeôs 
storms, protected and empowered by the grace and the 
presence of The Lord, it seems that we can handle almost 
anything. 

On the other hand, when we are unprepared, it seems  
that any small episode can cause us consternation.   
Perhaps the Lord calls us to be ready for the imperfect life 
on this earth by empowering us with the gift of The Holy 
Spirit. 

And yet still peace can seem elusive.  What is it that  
troubles you?  What is it that prevents you from sleeping  
at night?  What is it that makes you worry?  Do you have  
a loved one who is sick or suffering?  Maybe its health 
problems and sometimes there is a feeling of uneasiness 
with no apparent reason. 

(Peace for the Journey, continued page 9) 

ñI am the true vine, and my Father 

is the vinegrower.  He removes 

every branch in me that bears no 

fruit.  Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit 

~ John 15:1-2 
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Summer Worship Hours  

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Just a reminder:  

Summer Worship Hours are  

9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

from Memorial Day weekend 

through Labor Day weekend! 

We will return to the  

9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

worship times on Rally Day 

September 9, 2018. 

Enjoy your summer! 

JUNE 2018 



2 - SERVANT SPIRIT 

 

Prayer Resources on 

 the Web 

Visit our website for a 

resource on prayer.  Go to 

www.elca.org/prayer which is 

part of the ELCA website.  

The page provides resources 

for individuals seeking to  

expand their prayer life.  

Contents of the page  include 

meditation, healing, prayer 

requests, daily Bible  

readings and a short course 

called ñPrayer 101ò.  This is 

an EXCELLENT resource, 

check it out! 

Servant of Christ  

Mission Making Disciples 

We are committed in every 

aspect of life to encourage 

the ministry of the 

congregation and individuals 

to grow in the following 

biblical marks of discipleship:   

Prayer, Weekly Worship, 

Biblical Literacy, Spiritual 

Friendship, Serving and  

Giving 

Bringing Communion  

to People in Their Homes! 

 

Please let Pastor Eric or 

Pastor Melissa know if there 

is a Servant of Christ 

member unable to attend 

worship due to medical 

reasons.  The Pastors would 

be happy to bring 

communion to them in their 

home.  Just call the church 

office at 763-427-5070. 

communion 

Sunday, 6/24   ñOut of the Depthsò 

Text: Psalm 130  

Theme:  Sometimes when we pray out of desperation or ñcry outò to God 
we wonder if God really hears our prayers. Psalm 130 reminds us that 
Godôs timeline doesnôt also coincide with ours and encourages us to keep 
praying because ultimately with the Lord there is unfailing love. 

Questions to think About as You Read: 
¶ Under what circumstances have you ever wondered does God really 
hear your prayers? 

¶ Have you ever looked back and thought that even though you thought 
you were ready for something in retrospect you werenôt ? 

¶ How does trusting in Godôs unfailing love help you persevere in life?  

Sunday, 6/3   ñOpen Mouths, Open Heartsò 

Text:  Mark 7: 24-37  

Theme: Spiritual miracles are often more difficult to trust that a physical 
healing. 
Questions to Think About as You Read: 
¶ How would you like Jesus healing power to work in your life? 
¶ How would you like Jesus healing power to work in the life of a loved          
one?  

¶ How has Jesus opened your heart or mouth?  
 

Sunday, 6/17   ñWho do You Serveò 

Text: Joshua 24:14-18  

Theme:  In one of Bob Dylanôs greatest hits titled ñGotta Serve  
Somebodyò He draws a lot of distinctions about the things we end up 
serving in this world.  However he does come to the conclusion that 
whether we like it or not we will serve somebody or something.  The ulti-
mate question is who or what will we serve?  Joshua makes it clear for all 
of us who we are called to serve. 

Questions To Think About As You Read: 
¶ If you are honest who or what do you ultimately serve? 
¶ What is it that really drives you and how you make decisions 
¶ What step could you take to serve God? 

Sunday, 6/10   ñGod Providesò 

Text: Exodus 16:2-4,9-15  

Theme:  When the Israelites cry out to God he leads them out of Egypt. 
God also provides for us when we ask him in prayer.    

Questions to think About as You Read: 
¶ Under what circumstances have you ever wondered does God really 
hear your prayers?  

¶ Have you ever looked back and thought that even though you thought 
you were ready for something in retrospect you werenôt?   

¶ How does trusting in Godôs unfailing love help you persevere in life? 

our mission 

resources 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
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Diaper Drive 
Thank you to all who donated diapers to  
CROSS Services.  Servant of Christ  
collected a total of 884 diapers to be  
distributed to families in need. 
 
The Dayton & Rogers Fire Department 
Auxiliary organized the  
diaper drive and were able to  
deliver over 
35,000 diapers to 
CROSS. 
Thank you! 

Worship & Music ministryðCathy  

Slow down to Form, Reform and Transform 

The phrase, Form, Reform and Transform brings to mind shaping clay or playdoh into cool shapes.  
This is a favorite activity for my granddaughter and me.  As we shape the dough we laugh and share 
time together.  Our hands are busy as we work on our project.  When weôre all done we smash the 
dough together and put in the containers for next time.   
 
The next time we play with the playdoh, we may make different shapes or characters.  We may act out 
a story that goes along with the playdoh figures.  We are forming, reforming and transforming the 
dough into something interesting as we play.   It takes time, but the time spent together is a tremen-
dous gift to both of us. 
 
My faith is constantly being shaped and reshaped.   Working here at SOC has been a time of growth 
for me as a Christian.  I am constantly reminded that God speaks through the pastors, the staff, musi-
cians and members.  If I slow down and listen, I can hear Godôs voice.  He is forming you and me into 
the people of God.  We are workers in His kingdom!   
 
Pastor Eric and Pastor Melissa give the music leaders the sermon texts and themes months ahead of 
time.  It is an exciting process to read through the texts and research what songs may go along with 
the themes.     As I work on the music for upcoming Sundays, I have the opportunity to slow down.  I 
am able to take time to think and pray as I reflect on what God is telling us for that particular Sunday or 
special service.   
 
I pray that we will all find moments to slow down and pay attention to the ways in which God is shaping 
us and our faith.  He is good and faithful and we are truly His creation.  Let us all sing, clap, play and 
shout to the Lord as a community coming together to praise Him! 
 
Godôs peace to you!  Cathy Yseth 

Psalm 8:3-8 
When I consider Your heavens,  
the work of Your fingers,  
The moon and the stars,  
which You have ordained;  

What is man that You take thought of him,  
And the son of man that You care for him?  

Yet You have made him a little lower than God,  
And You crown him with glory and majesty! 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/8/3
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Lifetree Caf® 
 

There is no Lifetree Caf® dur-
ing the summer months  but 
will resume again in  

September 
 

WORSHIP MATTERS ~ Pastor Melissa 

 

Last week I ran across an article called, ñWorship Is About More Than 
Personal Preferences.ò written by a Lutheran pastor, Nathan Aaseng, 
from Wisconsin. And this month, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton wrote an  
article for the Lutheran magazine entitled, ñWorship is the Heart of 
What We Do.ò Why all this talk about the importance of worship?  
 
Our lives have become so busy that worship has become one of 
many options in our already packed weeks. Worship becomes  
something we do only if we can squeeze it in. But as the church,  
worship is our central act. It is the time when we gather together with 
our brothers and sisters in Christ to give thanks and praise to God.  
 
Eaton states, ñAt the heart of what we do is worship, and at the heart 
of our worship is the crucified and risen Christ. Everything else we do 
is formed, nourished, sustained and transformed by our life as a faith 
community gathered around word and sacrament, abiding in the love 
of God. Without this intentional, regular communion with God and 
each other itôs not possible for us to speak an authentic word of hope 
to a broken world ð the world God so loves.ò 
  
Yet too often we make worship about us ï our likes and dislikes.  
I really liked the hymns. Didnôt like the hymns.  I want more piano; I 
want a praise band.  And we want it all done in less than 60 minutes! 
The actual purpose of worship -- encountering God ï has been made 
blurry. 
 
Worship isnôt like going through the drive-thru where everyone can 
pick and choose whether they want fries or onion rings, a shake or a 
soda, a burger or chicken fingers. Worship is like going to a family 
dinner and sitting with those brothers and sisters and cousins who 
you might not prefer to sit with, and eating with them anyway.  
 
Worship is not about us, it is about God. ñWhen we gather for  
worship we hear Godôs word of promise; we confess our  
helplessness; receive forgiveness; we pray; and we welcome new 
brothers and sisters through baptism, promising to support them in 
their walk in faith. We are fed with the bread of life and receive our 
Lord poured out for us. And then we are sent back into the world. 
Worship is essential for the churchôs life and service.ò  
 
If you havenôt been to worship in a while, we invite you to come. And 
even if you come every week, we are glad to have you with us. Itôs 
about gathering together with both friends and strangers in Jesus 
Christ, to be changed by his presence in our midst, and for sharing 
that good news for the sake of the world. Gather, be changed, share 
the good news. Itôs that simple. 
 
See you in worship! 
Pastor Melissa 

Donuts and Coffee 
Just a reminder that without 
the support of generous  
people like you, we would  
not be able to have donuts 
and coffee each Sunday in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

Servant Supper 
Sunday, June 24th  

5-6 pm 
 

Servant of Christ offers a wonderful 
meal prepared by volunteers every 
4th Sunday of the month. We send 
home a bag of breads/bagels from 
Panera and toiletry items. We  
encourage everyone in this  
congregation to come and enjoy a 
meal with people in the community. 

Invite a friend or a neighbor. 

All are welcome, and we would love 
to fill the fellowship hall! If you have 
a group friends, neighbors, or Bible 
Study group and would like  
volunteer for one of the months this 
year, we would love to have you. 
Contact one of the names below 
and we will set everything up for 
you.  
 
Thanks to the many wonderful  
volunteers that have made this 
beautiful mission possible here at 
Servant of Christ! We truly  
appreciate all that you have done! 

You are truly Servants of Christ! 

Diane Engle, Liz Doering,  
Carolyn Schlitter, Tammy Lund 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿŀƭƪ ϧ ǘŀƭƪ 



 

5 - SERVANT SPIRIT 

Your Regular Financial Gifts to  
Servant of Christ Change Lives 

 
What a great blessing to be able to be a blessing to others.  
Servant of Christ is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church  
in America (ELCA).  The ELCA is made up of 3.5 million  
members and about 9,000 congregations. 
 
A portion of every dollar that is given to Servant of Christ  
goes to support the work of the ELCA.  DID YOU KNOW that 
The ELCA and 300 health and human service organizations  
participate in an alliance known as Lutheran Services in 
America.  It serves more than 6 million people each year in 
the United States and the Caribbean. 
 
THATôS MORE THAN ONE IN 50 AMERICANS EVERY 
YEAR.  WOW!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
The services and organizations we get to support are as  
diverse as the needs of the people and the communities they 
serve.  They include things like health and human care,  
alcohol and drug treatment, disaster response, counseling, 
employment assistance, housing for those who are homeless, 
adoption and foster care, developmental disability services, 
pregnancy counseling, adult care, child abuse prevention and 
more. 
If youôd like to discover more check out the website 
www.lutheranservices.org 
 
What a blessing that Servant of Christ gets to be a blessing!!!  
Keep up the generous giving. 

 
 
 
 
 
6 am Wednesday Womenôs 

Bible Study 
 

Women of all ages are welcome to join 
our group every Wednesday morning 
at Mill Pond Gables in Champlin for 
about an hour to study Godôs Word.  It 
is a great way to start the day.  Donôt 
worry if you cannot stay for the whole 
hour/come and go as your Schedule 
allows.  For further questions call the 
church office at 763-427-5070.  
Remember, God loves each one of us.  
You are precious in His sight. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Morning Menôs Study 

The Saturday morning Menôs 
Bible study will gather on  
Saturday, May 19th from 9ð10 AM in 
the Family Room.  Weôll be making 
some decisions about what to study 
next as well as continuing with our  
existing study.  The coffee and 
conversation will be awesome!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
New Member Class & Lunch 

 

If youôve been visiting or have been 
attending regularly, we consider you 
an important part of Servant of Christ 
and we invite you to consider 
becoming a member.  A new member 
class & luncheon is scheduled for 
September 30th at 12 noon.  New 
members will be received October 
14th at the 9:00 & 10:45 am worship 
services. 

Peaceful Prayer in the Garden 

The Prayer Garden is available for all to come 
and Rest ~ Pray ~ Reflect 
The prayer garden is located on the south side 
of the church and is always available for quiet 
time with God.  You are invited to come and 
spend some peaceful moments and enjoy the 

beauty of the flowers.  Spend time alone or with a small group of 
friends to meet and pray with God. 

Worship Hospitality Appreciation! 
Thank you to all of the people who faithfully 
give of their time and talents on Sunday 
mornings during the school year, summer  
worship and seasonal worship services!  
SOC has over 150  
volunteers that help out as Worship Coordinators, Welcome Center 
Hosts, Greeters, Ushers, Acolytes, Scripture Readers, and  
Communion Servers and so many more areas not mentioned.  A 
special thank you to Don Loobeek who handles the scheduling and 
setting up of Communion traysðhe is truly a blessing to partner 
with.  We hope you all have a wonderful and safe summer!! 
~The SOC Staff 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ϧ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
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Learn about the meaning of  
baptism and how to arrange for 
baptism here at Servant of Christ.  
We invite all ages to be baptized.  
Classes are held on the first 
Sunday every other month at  
12 noon in the Family Room at 
the back of the Sanctuary. 
 
The next Baptism class is 

 October 7th 
 
 

A Special Message for Summer Travelers 

Would you find it helpful to have 
your offerings debited directly from 
your bank account as you probably 
do with other obligations? Servant 
of Christ offers electronic giving for 
those of you who wish to have  
contributions transferred  
electronically to the churchôs  
account. If you have plans to travel 
this summer, electronic giving gives 
you a convenient way to keep up with your intended offerings. Simply 
complete and return an electronic giving authorization form located at the 
kiosk in the Narthex or go to www.servantofchrist.com and click on the 
giving page. 
 

Father Hennepin Days 

Champlinôs Father Hennepin Days will 
take place June 8-10 with the parade 
being held on Saturday morning,  
June 9th at 11:00 am.  Once again it will 
be a great privilege for Servant of Christ 
to be part of the parade. If you like to 
throw candy or wave at people, plan on 
being part of the SOC float this year.  
Sign up on the Opportunity slip in the 
Sunday morning bulletin. Youôll have a 
great time! 

Scrapbook & Craft Weekend June 29ðJune 30 

Come join us upstairs in the Fellowship Hall starting at 3:00 p.m.  
on Friday, June 29th through Saturday, June 30th at 3:00 p.m.  
Bring your scrapbooks/photo albums, sewing, card making crafts, 
beading, etcéstay the whole time  or come and go as your  

schedule allows. For more information, please call  Teale Colston  
at 763-427-3598 or Karen Capra at 763-712-0939. 

 
 

Brookdale-Champlin 

Worship Services 

On the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 1:15 pm, Pastor Melissa 
Maltman or Pastor Eric Walbolt 
leads worship for the residents 
and visitors at the Brookdale-
Champlin Senior Living  
Complex.  The worship service is 
open to all who wish to attend. If 
you know someone there, please 
feel free to invite them. 
 
Current worship service dates 
are listed below: 
Tuesday, June 12 
Tuesday, July 10 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƴŜǿǎ 

http://www.servantofchrist.com

